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knowledge is required in them, with what
books they are expected to be familiar;
and the boards and councils ought to make
known in print what they consider to be
the orthodox modes of treating diseases
and accidents, to be revised as often as they
shift their ground. Cullen was former-

ly their text-book, and so was Celsus.
Now they are both laid upon the shelf, being
superseded by Robertson’s "Colloquia" &c.
on ‘&deg; Practice of Medicine," a very good
medical school-book, but distasteful enough
to young men of real science and extensive
acquirements, and most contemptible and
puerile as a book of cross-examination in
the present day. A knowledge of botany
carries far too much weight with the rhu-
barb dealers ! The "apothecary has be-
come the "physician " of the community,
and has left the grocery of the profession to
the druggist. Therefore it is far more im-
portant to the general practitioner to know
human anatomy and physiology than vegeta-
ble, and to be able to discern the ill-condi-
tion of a secretion than the adulteration of a
lump of rhubarb. Other persons will take.
care of the latter for him. The fact is, as
regards the Apothecaries’ Company, that
their shops contract their minds, and, like
the cobblers, they cannot stir beyond their !,
lasts. It is high time to take all power
away from them, except that which they
possess behind their counters. They maybe very good druggists, but they are most
rascally physicians. I am, Sir, your very
obedient servant,

A MEDICAL REFORMER.
London, May, 1836.

PATRONAGE OF QUACKS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR: The thanks of the profession are

due to you for the zeal and ability with
which you have opposed the atrocities of
empiricism, but the unceasing machina-
tions of quacks cannot be repressed, or the
immolation of numerous victims prevented,
without the cordial co-operation of the pub-
lic at large, with your humane efforts to ex-
pose such monsters as Morison. It is with
this view that I beg to ask, through the
medium of your pages, whether the Doctor
Valentine Mott of New York, who is now
reposing in the sunshine of the patronage of
Mr. Mayo and many of the pures at the
West-end, be the same Valentine Mott who
stands in front of the supporters of the Ame-
rican quack Swaim. It is certain that a

Dr. Valentine Mott’s certificate in favour of
"Swaim’s Panacea" is published in the
book which Swaim has put forth to ensnare
the ignorant, and every man of humanity
therefore has an undoubted right to call

upon Dr. Mott either-to repel the nuy

of the quack, or to suffer the ignominy con.
sequent on an alliance of such a nature. It
is even the more imperiously demanded,
when such a man is patronized by those
pu:es who treat with contumely the general
practitioners of England, and are endeavour.
ing to persuade the public that they are the
standard of taste, talent, and propriety in
our profession. The book of the designing
quack Swaim, to which I refer, was print-
ed at Philadelphia by John Eiren, and
published in 1833 ; it contains indecent
and loathsome daubed pictures principally
of the diseases pretended to have been
cured thereby, and the testimony of Dr.
Valentine Mott in its support, as you may
easily satisfy yourself by calling at some of
the druggists who vend the nostrum, and
who are ever ready to show the book. I am
informed that the panacea is sold at a

guinea a bottle, and that its proprietor,
Swaim, is at this moment wallowing in the
riches accruing from his audacity. I am,
Sir, your obedient humble servant,

A GENERAL PRACTITIONER.

FOTHERGILLIAN MEDAL.

GREVILLE JONES, Registrar.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR: I am directed bv the Council of

the Medical Society of London to inform you
that they have selected the following sub-
jects for essays for the Fothcrgillian medals.
For March 1837, "On the Use and Abuse
of Mercury." For March 1838, "The Struc-
ture, Economy, and Diseases of the Ear."
The Fothergillian medal is valued at twenty
guineas. It may be competed for by any
one on the following conditions. 1. The

essay must be sent to the registrar on or
before the flist day of December. 2. With
it shall be delivered a sealed packet, with
some motto or device on the outside, and
within, the author’s name and designation,
and the same motto or device shall be put
on the dissertation, that the Society may
know how to address the successful candi.
date. 3. No paper ir. the handwriting of the
author can be received.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant.

Bolt-court, May 20, 1836.

STROUD BOARD OF GUARDIANS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR: As the able advocate of the pro’
fession, I beg to hand you this bill, that you
may form some idea how the Directors and
"Board of Guardians " are disposed to sup’
ply the poor of this borough with medical
attendance, and the mode in which they are
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insulting and acting towards the members
of a liberal profession. Being well aware
of your superior competency to eonduct the
subject, I shall leave it for your remarks,
and am, Sir, your obedient servant,

P. T.
Stroud, May 18, 1836.

"S1’ROUD UNION.&mdash;MEDICAL CLUB.

" 1. Every person contributing regularly
during health and sickness a small annual
sum, shall be entitled to medical attendance,
medicines, and appliances of every descrip-
tion.

"2. The terms of subscription shall be as
follows -

For an individual maintaining himself
or herself, 3s. a year.

For a man and his wife, 4s. a year.
For each child of a family, if one be

subscribed for all must, 6d. a year.
For every person in the same family

above the age of 16, 2s. a year.
" 3. Every married female belonging to

the Medical Club shall be able to ensure
medical attendance in any case of mid-

wifery, by paying the sum of ten shillings
seven days at least before she require such
aid.

" Every contribution is to be paid quar-
terly and in advance, namely, on the first

Saturdays after March 25, June 25, Sept. 25,
Dec. 25.
"The Board of Guardians for the. Stream

Union will give no regular salaries to medi-
cal officers, but they will contribute to the
medical club for those persons whom they
consider to be in such a state of poverty
that they cannot make a provision for them-
selves ; and the names of those persons will
be inserted in a list, to be called the Pau-
per Schedule’ copies of which will be d :.
posited with the overseers, and attached to
the church-door in each parish. But it
should be understood, that no able-bodied
man, nor any persons capable of earning
their own livelihood, will be placed upon the
pauper schedule.

’* The Board of Guardians having come
to an unanimous determination, that they will
not, unless under very special circumstances,
provide medical assistance for any persons
whose names are not inserted in the Pauper
Schedule-such persons are earnestly re-
quested to take advantage of the means thus
held out to them of providing for themselves
in case of sickness ; and they will take no-
tice, that, if at any time they should apply to
the Board of Guardians for medical attend-
ance, the assistance then given to them will
be a loan, which they will be required to re-
pay as soon as they get well.

It is expected that all the medical
gentlemen in the Stroud Union will form
medical clubs; and those persons who join

them before June 25, are not in any way re-
stricted, but may subscribe to that medical
gentleman they prefer.

" Stroud, May 13,1836."

CHRIST’S HOSPITAL.

MEMORIAL ON THE DEATH OF HIS CHILD,
PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNORS BY

SIGNOR VERON!.

"To the Ri,glct WorshiT?ful the President,
the Worshipful the Treasurer, and the
Honourable the Governors, of CHRIST’S
HosrITAL, in General Court assembled.
The Memorial of PIETRO ZARRICHELLI
EUGENIO VERONI,

" Showeth,&mdash; That your Memorialist, an
Italian by birth, has for twenty years pur-
sued in England his profession of a teacher
of languages in the families of the most re-
spectable classes of the metropolis, and
among others, many of those of honourable

Governors of your splendid institution, to
: their entire satisfaction, to his own credit,
and to the extension of his own sphere of

usefulness as a Christian. His due dis-

cbarge of his duties as a husband and a
father he has never been unmindful of, and,
while feeling grateful for the hospitality he

has experienced in a foreign land, he has
, been happy in pursuing his profession in

quiet, protected by the laws and institutions
of this happy country. With sanguine
hopes that the remainder of his life would
; be spent in the peaceful possession of the
r means of satisfying very moderate wants of
r his own (or, if need had happened, confident
- he could depend on the affection of his
1 children, in old age), he accepted, with a
- heart overflowing with gratitude, a presen-
tation to Christ’s Hospital, for his now-la-
) mented eldest child.
t " Worshipful and honourable gentlemen,
1 -vour Memorialist solicits the considera-
tion and commiseration due to an afflicted
broken-hearted parent. Redress he cannot
have, nor does he pray for it; his loss is

3 irremediable. Neither does he seek to in-
1 jure those whose conduct has made him
, what he is,-a wretched and disappointed
s father. To save the time of your honour-
r able Court, your Memorialist submits, in
- the briefest manner, in the form of notes,
s the facts of his lamented child’s case.
s " Feb. 4, 1836. Francesco Veroni went to
- Hertford in perfect health.
] "Feb. 7. His father, not having had an
opportunity of taking leave of him previous
I to his departure, went down to see him.
- " March 6. His father went again. Fran-

cesco told him he had had his jmrse, con-
I taining a few shillings, the key of his box,
i and a knife, taken out of his pocket during
I the night; that. he had spoken to the in ’,.s,


